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DOF Launches New “Betta Variety Standards and Judging Criteria in Thailand” Handbook,  

Elevating Thai Betta in the International Market 

 

 
 

The Department of Fisheries (DOF) of Thailand, in collaboration with the Plakad 

Association, betta fish breeders, and betta fish judging panels, has published the “Betta variety 

standards and judging criteria in Thailand” (Revised Edition B.E. 2568 / 2025). The publication 

serves as a guideline to support and promote the development of ornamental aquatic animals 

and aquatic plants. It aims to elevate betta fish breeding standards, enhance the aesthetic quality 

of betta fish in accordance to the established benchmarks, and support the development of new 

varieties that meet the demands of international traders and buyers. The initiative also seeks to 

strengthen Thailand’s ornamental fish industry to align with international standards, in accordance 

with the Ornamental Fish Development Action Plan (2023–2027). Those interested may download 
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the publication at: http://file.fisheries.go.th/f/aca2f5720b/ It can also be accessed via the QR code 

provided in the promotional materials, or obtained in person from the Ornamental Aquatic Animal 

and Aquatic Plant Research and Development Group, 4th Floor, Cherdchai Amatayakul Building, 

Department of Fisheries, Kaset Klang, Chatuchak District, Bangkok. For further information, please 

visit the Facebook Fanpage of the Ornamental Fish and Aquatic Plant Research and Development 

Group (กลุมวิจัยและพัฒนาการเพาะเลี้ยงสัตวน้ำสวยงามและพรรณไมน้ำ). 

Mrs. Thitiporn Laoprasert, Director-General of the Department of Fisheries, stated 

that the “Plakad” (Betta splendens, commonly known as the Siamese Fighting Fish or Siamese 

Betta), Thailand’s national aquatic animal, has consistently ranked as the country’s No. 1 

ornamental aquatic export for several consecutive years. Thai betta fish have gained worldwide 

popularity due to the country’s continuous advancements in breeding and strain development, 

resulting in a wide diversity of body forms and vibrant color varieties. As a result, betta fish play 

a significant role in driving Thailand’s economy. Furthermore, the development of Thai betta fish 

aligns with the Bio-Circular-Green (BCG) Economy Model in accordance with government policy. 

Thai betta fishes are, therefore, considered a valuable assets in economy, society, and culture. 

Ornamental fish competitions is one of the mechanisms to stimulate the increase 

of the trading activities in the ornamental fish industry. These competitions encourage breeders 

to enhance product quality, embrace standards, resulting in improved varieties as well as the 

development of new varieties for commercial markets. This not only increases variety diversity 

but also adds value to ornamental fishes. To ensure fairness and credibility, ornamental fish 

competitions must operate under rules and judging criteria that are widely accepted by 

participants and audiences alike. In this regard, the Inland Aquaculture Research and Development 

Division under DOF has collaborated with the Plakad Association, betta fish breeders, and the 

judging panels to enhance the existing betta fish breed standards and judging criteria previously 

established and implemented by the DOF. The objective is to elevate the development of betta 

fish variety to meet standardized aesthetic benchmarks, while also promoting the creation of new 

varieties that align with the demands of international traders and buyers. This initiative supports 

the advancement of Thailand’s ornamental fish industry to meet international standards under 

the Ornamental Fish Development Action Plan (2023–2027). The plan provides guidelines to 

http://file.fisheries.go.th/f/aca2f5720b/
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promote high-quality, standards-based breeding of ornamental aquatic animals and aquatic 

plants, while strengthening market linkages and expanding marketing channels for farmers. 

 

 

Source: 

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0kr8ZQWEHLEY9JMPSC4QKjNXy1MaeEK

6sKyHUEcaM3MzD2bfQHJPtKWNvqXbAQmzCl&id=100070935313953 
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