Clarification on Thai Distant-Water Fishing Operations

Subject: Control of Thai Distant-Water Fishing Vessels, Protection of Fishery Workers,
and Marine Resource Conservation

Thailand expresses serious concerns regarding the recent presentation of information
published in an article on The Outlaw Ocean Project website, titled “Robbing a bank when
no one’s looking”, as well as a video clip circulated on social media in March 2025, titled
“Far from shore: Deaths and disappearances on distant-water fishing vessels”.

These materials allege that Thailand has failed to adequately control its distant-water fishing
fleet, resulting in violations of workers' rights and welfare, and the destruction of marine
resources, including seagrass beds in the Saya de Malha Bank area.

Thailand wishes to clarify that these allegations are inaccurate, incomplete, and not reflective
of the current situation, Thailand, through the Department of Fisheries, which is the competent
authority directly responsible for these matters, wishes to clarify that certain information
presented in the aforementioned materials refers to events that took place prior to the initiation
of Thailand’s fisheries reform process. At that time, Thailand had not yet implemented the
comprehensive measures now in place to bring its fisheries in line with international standards.

Thailand acknowledges the challenges of that period and affirms that it has since taken
concrete and sustained action to address these issues.

Therefore, since 2015, Thailand has undertaken a serious and sustained reform of its fisheries
sector by amending key domestic laws, strengthening enforcement mechanisms, and
introducing enhanced measures to ensure responsible and sustainable fishing practices.

With regard to the protection of fishery workers, the Department of Fisheries has been
working in close collaboration with relevant agencies to integrate more effective labor
protection measures into its regulatory framework.

All Thai fishing vessels operating beyond national jurisdiction are required to fully comply
with Thai laws and adhere strictly to the conservation and management measures adopted by
Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs) governing their operating area.

Specifically, the Saya de Malha Bank area falls under the competence of the Southern Indian
Ocean Fisheries Agreement (SIOFA), and Thailand has implemented stringent measutes in
accordance with its obligations, including:
1. Control of Distant-Water Fishing Vessels
o As part of the fisheries reform, all Thai distant-water fishing vessels were
recalled to port for comprehensive inspection and control system upgrades, a
process that extended over three years. This ensured that vessels were not
involved in Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing before being
authorized to resume operations,
o Vessels are required to comply with the Royal Ordinance on Fisheries B.E.
2558 (2015) and its amendment B.E. 2560 (2017), particularly Section 49,
which obliges license holders of distant-water fishing vessels to adhere to the
laws, regulations, and conservation measures of the relevant coastal State or
regtonal/international organization.
o A Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) has been implemented and is monitored
24/7 by staff at the Fisheries Monitoring Center (FMC). In addition, advanced
Electronic Monitoring (EM) systems, including CCTV cameras covering all
onboard activities and sensors that detect fishing operations, have been installed
and are inspected for functionality before each fishing trip. Independent
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observers are also deployed on every trip to ensure transparent and verifiable
monitoring,

Satellite communication systems enable real-time communication between
vessel operators, observers, and authorities, allowing immediate reporting of
incidents. These systems also facilitate communication between crew members
and their families, thereby promoting crew welfare.

2. Protection of Fishery Workers
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Thailand places a high priority on the protection of human rights and the
welfare of fishery workers, especially those employed on distant-water vessels.
Government agencies, including the Department of Labour Protection and
Welfare, the Marine Department, the Immigration Bureau, and the Department
of Fisheries, work in collaboration to inspect fishery workers before departure
and upon return. Facial recognition systems are employed to verify the identity
of each crew member, ensuring that they return safely, contrary to allegations
of disappearances or fatalities. Officials also check the adequacy of food and
medical supplies to ensure they are sufficient for the duration of the fishing
trip.

Vessel owners are required to provide rest periods in accordance with Thai
labor protection laws. Currently, fishing trips by Thai distant-water vessels
average between two to three months. Vessels typically return to port upon
reaching full catch capacity, thereby allowing crew members adequate rest
periods before embarking on the next trip.

3. Marine Resource Conservation
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Thailand is a party to the South Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement (SIOFA)
and holds the legal right to conduct fishing operations in the Saya de Malha
Bank area in accordance with international law.

Thailand conducts Bottom Fishing Impact Assessments (BFIA) based on
scientific data and submits reports to SIOFA member meetings for approval of
designated fishing footprints for Thai distant-water vessels.

As an active member of the SIOFA Scientific Committee, Thailand works
collaboratively with other members to develop sustainable conservation and
management strategies. Thailand has been assessed by the SIOFA Compliance
Committee as being fully compliant with all conservation and management
measures.

Thai distant-water trawlers operate in deep-sea areas, and onboard observers
have confirmed that no seagrass entanglement has been observed. In fact,
vessels avoid trawling in seagrass areas as such an environment hinders the
sorting of catch.

All catches are utilized for human consumption and as raw materials in the
food industry. These are fully traceable through a comprehensive traceability
system and are not used for fishmeal production, contrary to the allegation.

4. Clarification on Crew Member Overboard Incident
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Regarding the incident involving a crew member who went overboard,
Thailand wishes to clarify that the individual had been employed on the vessel
for approximately two years and had participated in more than four previous
trips, indicating experience and familiarity with onboard operations.

On the trip in question, the vessel departed from Trang Province on 18 July
2023. The incident occurred on 29 July 2023, during the transit to the fishing
ground, prior to the commencement of any fishing activities. The crew member
was assigned to gear preparation duties and was not under heavy workload
conditions that might suggest the risk of harm.
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o No evidence of foul play was found. The vessel was equipped with an EM
system, which includes CCTV cameras covering all onboard activities, and an
observer was present. Both mechanisms would have recorded and reported any
irregularities. Upon discovering the crew member was missing, the observer
immediately notified the relevant authorities. The vessel returned to the
location where the disappearance was noted and conducted an intensive 72-
hour search operation, which unfortunately did not yield a result. The vessel
then proceeded to the designated fishing ground.

o The incident was duly reported to the local police and the crew member's
family. A formal investigation was conducted by law enforcement upon the
vessel’s retumn, including witness interviews and review of CCTV footage. The
investigation concluded that the incident was likely a case of self-harm related
to personal issues. While the vessel owner provided financial assistance to the
family, compensation through the Social Security Office and voluntary
insurance schemes was not applicable due to the nature of the case.

o Prior to the publication of the article and video by Outlaw Ocean Project,
officials from the Department of Fisheries provided a detailed explanation of
the incident and shared supporting evidence with both the independent
journalist and the crew member’s family. Nevertheless, the published content
presented a mistepresentation of the facts.

Based on the above information, Thailand affirms that referencing outdated or selectively
chosen past events without acknowledging the country’s comprehensive and ongoing efforts
has led to international misunderstandings and unfairly damaged its reputation. Thailand
strongly refutes the allegations that it neglects the control of distant-water fishing vessels or
the protection of fishery workers.

At present, Thailand maintains a robust, transparent, and verifiable system for the control,
inspection, and enforcement of fisheries law, with a strong commitment to upholding human
rights and ensuring the sustainable conservation of marine resources.

Thailand, therefore, urges all parties to rely on accurate, complete, and up-to-date information
when assessing the situation and to give fair recognition to the country’s continuous,
determined, and transparent efforts in addressing these challenges, towards achieving a truly
sustainable Thai fisheries sector that respects human rights and complies with international
obligations.



