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Thailand Declares January 18 as “National Orchid Day”

Professor Dr. Narumon Pinyosinwat, Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives,
announced that the Cabinet has approved January 18 of every year to be designated as National
Orchid Day (not a public holiday) The special day aims to raise awareness and appreciation for Thai
orchids, which are a symbol of national pride and identity. Thailand is globally recognized as the
world’s leading producer and exporter of tropical orchids, thanks to its favorable climate. Key orchid-
growing provinces include Nakhon Pathom, Samut Sakhon, Bangkok, Ratchaburi, and Nonthaburi, with
a total cultivation area of 17,183 Rai (6,793.62 acres) with around 1,600 skilled and experienced orchid
growers. Thailand is considered a Land of Orchid, home to a wide variety of native species. The
country boasts more than 1,200 species of tropical orchids found in the wild, attracting orchid
conservationists around the world. Major orchid varieties exported by Thailand include Dendrobium
(Sonia and Kao Sanan), Aranda (Mokara), Vanda, and Oncidium. The peak production season is from
September to January, with 50% of the yield allocated for domestic use and the remaining 50% for

export.
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Mr. Peeraphan Korthong, Director-General of the Department of Agricultural Extension
(DOAE), stated that orchids serve as a symbol of Thailand’s distinctive soft power, helping to elevate
the country's reputation in the global orchid industry. In 2024, Thailand exported 19,129 tons of orchid
flowers, valued at 2.181 billion baht, representing an increase from 17,992 tons and 2.116 billion baht
in 2023. This reflects a growth of 6.32% in volume and 3.07% in value. The top three export markets
for Thai orchids by value are the United States, Vietnam, and Japan. This underscores the potential
and competitiveness of Thai orchids in the international market. To further unlock the potential of
Thai orchids, continued efforts to promote trade, attract investment, and boost tourism are strongly
encouraged. At the same time, enhancing production standards will help cultivate sustainable careers

and increase income for growers, positioning orchids as a key economic export product for Thailand.

Orchids have long been cherished as ornamental plants in Thailand, with cultivation
dating back to the reign of King Rama V. At the time, however, orchid growing remained relatively
limited. The widespread popularity of orchid cultivation began when Marshal-Admiral Paribatra
Sukhumbandhu, Prince of Nakhon Sawan wrote and published Thailand’s first orchid handbook “B197
wunaqld” (A Guide to Growing Orchids) in 1917 with the aim of sharing knowledge with hobbyists.
Prince Paribatra’s contributions significantly expanded the practice of growing orchids, and he was

widely honored as the 'Father of Thai Orchids' before his passing on January 18, 1944.

Later, in 1978, Thailand proudly hosted its first international orchid event, “The 9th
World Orchid Conference” which was held at Suan Sampran, Nakhon Pathom Province. This
prestigious event welcomed over 3,000 delegates from 41 countries. His Majesty King Maha
Vajiralongkorn (King Rama X), then Crown Prince, graciously represented His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej (King Rama IX) attending and presiding over the opening ceremony. Thailand Post also

issued a special set of commemorative stamps celebrating the 9th World Orchid Conference.
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