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“Minister Atthakorn” Drives High-Quality Roughage,

Utilizing Technology to Cut Costs and Boost Livestock Farmers’ Incomes

Mr. Atthakorn Sirilathayakorn, Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives, revealed
that the sovernment is committed to improving farmers’ quality of life by reducing production costs,
increasing income, and ensuring long-term occupational security. Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives (MOAQ) has placed high importance on supporting small-scale farmers, especially
livestock producers who are facing high feed costs. Department of Livestock Development (DLD) has
been tasked to implement the high-quality roughage production project to assist small-scale livestock
farmers who struggle with raw material shortages while mitigating cost pressures. The initiative aims
to provide access to knowledge and innovation that farmers can apply on their farms, and to

sustainably strengthen stability in their livelihoods.
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Mr. Atthakorn stated that in 2025, DLD has utilized over 5,500 Rai, comprising of 11
units nationwide, to cultivate forage crops such as corn and sorghum for silage production. The
initiative is expected to yield no less than 27,500 tons of high-quality roughage, which will help reduce
production costs for farmers including cattle, goat, sheep, and buffalo producers. Since October 2024
until August 2025, the program successfully cultivated corn on 5,037 Rai at research centers and
Bureau of Animal Husbandry and Genetic Improvement under the DLD, achieving 91.58% of the target.
This resulted in approximately 25,185 tons of corn silage. Building on this success, MOAC has launched
the roughage technology transfer for cost reduction project to expand knowledge, technology, and
innovation to small-scale farmers across the country.

Minister Atthakorn said “This project carries on the initiative introduced when Mr.
Itthi Sirilattayakon was the Deputy Minister. The initiative aimed to maximize the use of DLD’s land
by cultivating corn for animal feed in line with the policy of reducing costs and increasing productivity
for farmers. The approach has proven its success as silage corn has been shown to increase dairy milk
yields. | am confident that this project will become another key initiative MOAC continues to drive
forward, enabling farmers to access high-quality and affordable products. Additionally, | would like to
encourage all farmers to support and utilize these to strengthen stability and sustainability in our
agricultural sector”.

Dr. Somchuan Ratanamangkalanon, Director-General of the Department of Livestock
Development, added that DLD has leveraged its capacity to produce and process high-quality forage
crops such as corn, sorghum, cassava, grasses, and beans for animal feed to ensure sufficient and low-
cost roughage for ruminant farmers, including dairy and beef cattle, goats, sheep, and buffaloes. This
project does not only help reducing production costs but also strengthens stability and sustainability
of livestock farmers.

During the event, the “BAHGI Open House 2025” exhibition was organized by the
Bureau of Animal Husbandry and Genetic Improvement along with demonstrations of mechanical
corn harvesting and forage preservation using plasticcwrapped round balers. In addition, a
collaboration forum was held, bringing together sovernmental agencies, private sector, and farmer
networks to jointly drive the production of high-quality roughage in support of the future growth of
Thailand’s livestock industry.
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