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Minister Atthakorn Vows to Reduce Animal Feed Costs with

Local Raw Materials, Reaffirming Commitment to Safeguard Thai Farmers

Mr. Atthakorn Sirilattayakorn, Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives,
revealed at the House of Representatives meeting after being asked about the rising cost of animal
feed which has made it difficult for farmers to lower any expenses. He stated that the Ministry of
Agriculture and Cooperatives (MOAQ) is focused on reducing production costs for farmers, with
the belief that cost reduction will help increase their income and savings. Animal feed in Thailand
is mainly divided into two types: concentrated feed, such as pellets and powdered feed,
produced by the private sector for convenience and efficiency; and roughage, such as fresh grass,
hay, or agricultural by-products like corn. The feed composition varies according to the raw

materials available in each area.
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“MOAC places great importance on reducing costs for farmers in all sectors,
including those in rice farming, crop cultivation, orchards, livestock, and fisheries. The Department
of Livestock Development (DLD) has implemented the Feed Management Mobile Unit which is
responsible for providing on-site gsuidance and services regarding optimal and appropriate animal
feed formulations directly at farms with an emphasis on using local leftover materials. These
measures have proven to be effective in reducing production costs.”

Mr. Atthakorn further stated that the DLD’s Feed Center allows farmers to bring
their own raw materials and use the center’s machines to produce animal feed. The service is
available to various groups of farmers and agricultural enterprises, although the service quality in
some areas may still require improvement.

Livestock sector still relies on the import of certain raw materials, which remains
a key mission to reduce imports and focus on cultivating animal feed crops domestically. MOAC
will make every effort to expand the cultivation area for animal feed crops.

In addition, the Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives addressed Thailand’s
ongoing tariff negotiations with the United States, stating that some conditions may affect farmers.
However, MOAC prioritizes the well-being of farmers in all dimensions. “We will not allow our
farmers, especially those raising pigs, cattle, fish, chickens, or cultivating certain crops, to bear
additional risks. This is the firm stance which MOAC upholds and we sincerely hope that the Thai
negotiation team will achieve its objectives and protect the sovereignty of our country.”

Mr. Atthakorn concluded.
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