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DOF announces the 42" Andaman Sea closure

boosting economic fish stocks by 2.67 times and supporting fisheries control and ecosystem restoration

in Phuket, Phang Nga, Krabi, and Trang starting April 1, 2026

On March 31, 2026, Department of Fisheries (DOF) announced the implementation
of fisheries management measures during the spawning and larval rearing season in the Andaman
Sea for 2026, also known as Andaman Sea closure. The measure will be in effect from April 1 to
June 30, 2026, covering four provinces: Phuket, Phang Nga, Krabi, and Trang. During the
announcement event, Mrs. Thitiporn Laoprasert, Director General of the Department of Fisheries,
presided over the ceremony including a ritual tribute to Admiral Prince Abhakara Kiartivongse, the
Prince of Chumphon. The event also featured the deployment of 9 marine fisheries patrol vessels,
the release of 2,050,000 aquatic animals into the sea, and exhibitions providing fisheries

knowledge, alongside booths showcasing a wide range of fisheries products.
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